groups

“The Program of Prayer” - Part 3
Matthew 6:10

Introduction

As a citizen of the United States of America, we have a commitment to a nation — a kingdom. We also have
constitutional rights because we are citizens. Well, guess what? If you are a believer, you are a citizen of
another kingdom. When you believed in Jesus Christ as your Savior, you became part of the kingdom of
God. Matthew 6:10 states, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” When we
use the word kingdom, we are talking about the comprehensive rule of God over all of His creation. God is
king.

Your kingdom come means being in the Lord’s presence. Remember Moses? When Moses saw the burning
bush, he took off his shoes. He realized he was experiencing something sacred, holy, or hallowed. Moses
was encountering God. After he saw the burning bush and came face to face with God, that is when God
showed Moses His program to go tell Pharaoh let my people go. The fastest way to get what God’s program
is for your life, your calling, your purpose, your direction, is to get in God’s presence. It is in His presence
that you find out how to be of service in His kingdom. Your goal in prayer should not be, Lord, I’'m coming
in your presence so that you can serve my kingdom. Your prayer should be, Lord, I’'m coming in your
presence so I can serve your kingdom. “Your kingdom come.” We want God’s will to be done.

Prayer is important because it is heaven that informs earth. When we pray “Your kingdom come,” we are
saying, Lord, | want the invisible kingdom that I am relating to now in prayer to become the visible kingdom
that I need in my experience (on earth as it is in heaven). | am asking for you to come out of the invisible
realm of your kingdom into the visible realm of your kingdom. | am asking you to manifest your kingdom
not only in eternity, but to make it visible to my five senses in time. I’m asking you to demonstrate yourself.

God’s plan or His program must be the preoccupation of our lives. Of course this starts with conversion. In
Matthew 18, Jesus said that the kingdom of God is at hand. He said the kingdom is here and you must repent
(have regret and turn away from wrongdoing), and you must come to me (Jesus) in order to get the king
(God) and enter the kingdom.

You need not only to be converted, but also committed. You can’t experience God’s program for your life
without being fully committed. You can’t be a part-time Christian. You want to have His power — the power
of the Holy Spirit that is within you as a believer. “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you” (Acts 1:8a). Why are we so powerless if we’ve got all this God power in us through the presence
of the Holy Spirit? It’s not a problem with access, but perhaps it is a lack of interest in God’s program. Or is
it that some are so detached from God’s program, they cannot bear witness to His power.

Getting Started
1. Before today, if you thought about the word “kingdom,” how would you describe it?

2. Understanding now that when you pray “Your kingdom come” that you are talking about a king who
rules a kingdom that overrules everything else, how does that make you feel?




Let’s Get Personal

1.

Have you ever thought about the rights you have as a citizen in the kingdom of God? Do you think
you are fully taking advantage of the benefits you have as a citizen in the kingdom of God? Share
why or why not with your group.

Do you know your purpose or what God would have you do at this time in your life? If so, share with
your group. If not, ask your circle or group members to pray that God reveals it to you.

How do you need God to demonstrate His power in your life right now?

Do you feel that you are fully committed to God’s program in your life? If not, share with your group
what is preventing you from doing so.

Take the Next Step

1.

Bear witness to God’s power in your life by sharing with your group an experience of how He met
your need?

This week, pray that God helps you to be more committed to Him.

Want to go deeper? Take a look at the following passages: Psalm 103:19; 145:13; 1 Chronicles 29:11-
12; Romans 11:36; John 18, Daniel 4; 2 Corinthians 4:18; Matthew 18; Colossians 1:13; Acts 1; 1
Peter 2; Isaiah 9:6-7

Renew Your Mind

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever.
Romans 11:36




