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Summary
Understanding the Kingdom Agenda, Part 3:

“The Lord of the Kingdom Agenda”
1 Corinthians 15:20-28
Based on his book The Kingdom Agenda, this week Dr. Evans continued his series of sermons entitled “Understanding the Kingdom Agenda,” a series that emphasizes that the glory of God through the advancement of His kingdom is the unifying theme of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.  Because of the central importance of the kingdom of God to the Christian life, we are continuing the study of various aspects of God’s kingdom agenda for this world.  Last week, Dr. Evans answered the question “Why is a kingdom agenda necessary?” by exploring four aspects of the devil’s rival kingdom.  In today’s sermon, we explored God’s plan to defeat this rival kingdom.  If the “first Adam” was created to rule God’s kingdom on earth but abdicated that rule, then the “Second Adam” (Jesus Christ) was sent to defeat the devil and his rival kingdom of sin and death.  Christ is now Lord of the kingdom, and “…He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet” (1 Corinthians 15:25).   

1. Adam was created to rule as a steward over God’s creation (Psalm 8:5-6; Genesis 1:28).  
In Psalm 8:5-6, we find that God created humankind “a little lower than the angels” in order “to rule over the works of His hands.”  Last week, we looked at Satan’s prideful, rival kingdom that was set up in rebellion against God’s rule (see Isaiah 14:13-14).  God’s response to Satan and the other angels’ rebellion was to create someone a” little lower” than them (humankind--see Hebrews 2:7) to rule over the world He created.  This was to be a singular display of God’s power and authority in the face of the angelic rebellion led by Satan.  In Genesis 1:28, after creating Adam and Eve, God addressed them directly stating that they should “be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  As Adam and Eve acted as wise stewards of the creation God had given them to rule, their leadership would bring all of that creation under God’s universal rule and authority so that God’s kingdom would come and His will would be done on earth as it is in heaven (Matthew 6:10).
2. Adam abdicated his rule by rebelling against God; therefore, God unveiled a plan to re-establish His rule (Genesis 3:1-15).   The account of the fall of Adam and Eve in Genesis 3 records the abdication of humankind’s management responsibility over God’s kingdom.  By listening to the voice of the serpent, Adam and Eve questioned God’s good rule and mimicked Satan’s own rebellious desire to “be like God” (Genesis 3:5).  In so doing, they transferred their own allegiance to Satan’s rival kingdom and released the powers of sin and death to destroy God’s good creation over which He had appointed them to rule. In the language of football, Dr. Evans suggested that Adam fumbled the ball of kingdom rule that God had handed off to him and Satan recovered it.  This is why Satan could offer Jesus rule over “all the kingdoms of the world” when Satan tempted Him in the wilderness (Matthew 4:8) because they, (the kingdoms of the world), now lie under Satan’s demonic, destructive influence.  Yet even in the despair occasioned by the serpent’s apparent victory, God unveiled a plan for the defeat of Satan’s powers of sin and death.  God said to the serpent, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head; and you shall bruise him on the heel,” (Genesis 3:15).  Although the serpent might wound the seed of the woman (“bruise him on the heel”), his head or rule would ultimately be crushed under the feet of the woman’s seed.  Thus began a long history of struggle between the seed of Satan and the seed of the woman to determine who would rule the kingdom of earth.  Beginning with Cain’s murder of his brother Abel (Genesis 4) through God’s particularization of the seed of the woman through the lineage of Abraham (Genesis 12) and continuing through Pharaoh’s attempt to eradicate the children of Abraham in Egypt (Exodus 1) followed by the long history of Israel’s conflict with the nations as God’s chosen people, the serpent waged battle to destroy the women’s seed and maintain his control of the kingdoms of this world.     
3. The “Second Adam” is restoring God’s rule, and as Lord of the kingdom He will defeat all rivals (1 Corinthians 15:20-28).  This battle between the seeds reached its peak in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, born by the Holy Spirit through the virgin Mary (thus the “seed of a woman”).  Satan thought he had won this long war when Jesus was crucified.  Christ, however, defeated the powers of sin and death through His resurrection.  As Paul argued in 1 Corinthians 15:21-22, “For since by a man [Adam] came death, by a man [the second Adam] also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.”  Christ’s victory over Satan’s powers of sin and death means that there is a new King who has invaded the realm of the kingdom of this world, and He is claiming it back to its rightful Owner and Creator.  As such, Paul went on to argue, “He [Christ] must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet,” 
(1 Corinthians 15:25).  The good news of the kingdom is that as Christ’s kingdom advances, ultimately, every foe will be defeated and “every knee will bow…and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:10-11).     
In conclusion, Dr. Evans noted that when (and if) we trust Christ Jesus as our Savior and our Lord, God has, in the words of the apostle Paul, “rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Colossians 1:13).  We are now restored in Christ to our rightful place as stewards in His kingdom, and the Second Adam, Jesus, has recovered the management responsibility that was abdicated under the rebellion of the first Adam.  Thus, in the words of Isaac Newton’s hymn Jesus Shall Reign, “Where He displays His healing power, death and the curse are known no more: in Him the tribes of Adam boast more blessings than their father [Adam] lost.”  As restored and renewed Kingdom stewards, wherever God has placed us in this world—in our homes, neighborhoods, and workplaces—we are to assist in manifesting His comprehensive rule over all creation.
Reflection
1. As you think through your “agenda” and the resolutions that you have made for the New Year, are the resolutions reflective of God’s kingdom agenda, and do they demonstrate His rule and authority over your life?

2. What do you think it means in Genesis 1:28 for mankind to subdue or rule over the world that God created?
3. What do you think are our specific responsibilities as managers of God’s kingdom?
4. Have you discovered your Divine purpose as a manager in God’s kingdom?  What areas of your world has God appointed you to rule over for His kingdom?
5. What are some ways that you can use your current job as a place to exercise your role as a kingdom manager?
6. Have you observed some good role models of people who have viewed their workplace as a place of service to the Lord rather than men?  What are some of the things that characterized their work ethic?
7. Are you allowing the “Second Adam” to reign as Lord of your life?  What are some “enemies” that He is at battle with in your life?  Are you hindering Christ’s goal to put “all enemies under His feet” (1 Corinthians 15:25)?
Digging Deeper
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