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Summary
Understanding the Kingdom Agenda, Part 1:

“The Concept of a Kingdom Agenda”
John 18:33-38
This week, Dr. Evans began a new series of sermons entitled “Understanding the Kingdom Agenda” based on his book, The Kingdom Agenda.  Dr. Evans noted that the glory of God through the advancement of His kingdom is the unifying theme of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.  Just as the United States utilizes the flag, the pledge of allegiance, and the national anthem to remind us that we are citizens of this country, we need to be reminded that, if we are Christians, we are citizens of the kingdom of God (see Philippians 3:20).  Because of the central importance of the kingdom of God to the Christian life, we will begin the year studying together various aspects of God’s kingdom agenda for this world.  In this week’s sermon, we explored in John 18:33-38 the concept of a kingdom agenda by asking, “What is God’s kingdom agenda and how does this kingdom agenda operate?”   
1. What is God’s kingdom agenda?  In John 18:33-38, Jesus had been handed over by the Jewish leaders to be tried and executed by Pilate, the Roman governor of Palestine.  Before Pilate would accede to the request of the Jews for Jesus’ execution, Pilate himself interrogated Jesus.  Pilate’s central question was derived from Rome’s own claim to possessing sovereign authority over every region it had conquered. Caesar was emperor or king over the known world, and the Jewish leaders would later cry out, “We have no king but Caesar,” (John 19:15).  In John 18:33, Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus responded directly, “You say correctly that I am a king,” (John 18:37).  The Greek word that is the root for “king” and “kingdom” is basileia and it means “rule” or “authority.”  The proclamation of God’s ultimate rule and authority was the central message of Jesus’ own ministry of preaching (see Mark 1:14-15).  Because this idea was so important to Jesus,  He had taught His disciples to pray directly for God’s kingdom to come and His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven (Matthew 6:10), acknowledging that God created this world, and He alone possesses the right to exercise sovereignty over every nook and cranny of His creation.  God’s kingdom agenda can therefore be defined as the visible demonstration of this comprehensive rule of God over every area of life.   Jesus’ commitment to God’s comprehensive rule allowed Him to say confidently to Pilate regarding his claim to have authority to crucify Him, “You would have no authority over Me unless it had been given you from above,” (John 19:11).  In other words, God owns this house---not Caesar or Rome or any other authority!            
2. How does God’s kingdom agenda operate?  In John 18:36, Jesus nuanced His response to Pilate’s question concerning His kingship by noting, “My kingdom is not of this world….”  God’s kingdom cannot be compared to the kingdoms of this world because it advances from His realm and operates by His standards.  This does not deny that all of creation is the domain of His kingdom but rather that His kingdom originates outside of creation and advances according to His agenda.  The most practical response by Jesus’ followers to the arrest of their king would have been to fight for His release, but Jesus’ kingdom was “not of this world,” and thus his followers were not in the business of overthrowing the Roman rulers.  Jesus stated, “If My kingdom were of this world, my servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.”  In fact one follower, Peter, had attempted to intervene in Jesus’ arrest by using the violent methods of this world (see John 18:10).  However, in response to Peter’s use of the sword, Jesus rebuked him, and in John 19:11 He said, “Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given Me, shall I not drink it?” You cannot use the methods of “this realm” to accomplish God’s kingdom agenda.  The methods behind God’s kingdom agenda look different from the methods of this world because they are based on the standard of the absolute truth of His Word.  Jesus told Pilate that His mission was to testify to this truth and “everyone who is of the truth hears my voice” (John 18:37).  The point is that many people, including some of His followers, are following the methods of this world when God’s kingdom operates according to His agenda that advances from His realm.  
In conclusion, Dr. Evans noted that in the Olympics when the winners of the bronze, silver, and gold medals are placed on the stands to receive their prizes, they do not get to choose the song that is played.  They are representatives of their respective countries and so the anthem of that country is played over the loudspeakers.  As citizens of the kingdom of God we need to remember Who we represent within the temporary kingdoms of this world.  Our anthem needs to be the one that Jesus taught His disciples to pray: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).  Since we know Who is the true Owner of the house our lives should manifest God’s comprehensive rule, and we should operate by His absolute standard of truth.

Reflection
1. Do you view this world as God’s house?  Why or why not?
2. What were the rules of your family’s house?  What rules are operative in your own house?
3. What rules are currently followed in this world that contradicts the rules of God as the Owner of the House?
4. Are your methods for achieving a better life, marriage, or career based upon God’s methods or the methods of the kingdoms of this world?
5. When you encounter a problem or a roadblock in your life do you seek out a God’s standard of truth to address this issue?  Are you seeking always to say “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done” (Matthew 6:10) when addressing your problems?
6. What would truthfully be the anthem of your life?  Would you be ashamed to have it played for others to hear?
7. As you think through your “agenda” for this year through the resolutions that you have made for the new year, do they reflect God’s kingdom agenda and do they demonstrate His rule and authority over your life?
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