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Summary
Understanding the Kingdom Agenda, Part 6:

“The Authority of the Kingdom Agenda”
Exodus 19:3-8
Based on his book The Kingdom Agenda, this week Dr. Evans continued his series of sermons entitled “Understanding the Kingdom Agenda,” a series that emphasizes that the glory of God through the advancement of His kingdom is the unifying theme of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.  Last week, Dr. Evans introduced us to the four covenantal realms or spheres through which God expresses His kingdom rule: the individual, the family, the church, and the government of the nation.  In this week’s sermon, Dr. Evans taught us that each of those covenantal realms could only function properly when positioned under the authority of God’s rulebook for His kingdom.  This rulebook must be obeyed and applied, and its authority must be uncompromised by other opinions in order for all aspects of life to fall under the comprehensive rule of God.  

1. The Bible is God’s manual or rulebook for His kingdom.  Dr. Evans observed that when a football game is played, there are actually three teams that are on the field of play.  There are the two opposing football squads, but there is also the team of officials whose authority and judgments make the play of the game possible.  The authority of these referees is rooted in the officials’ manual given to them by the league office, which contains all of the rules by which the game is administered.  As such, their authority is operative only when they are following the rulebook.  When they deviate from this rulebook, their calls or judgments no longer have the authority of the league office, and they open themselves up for fines or censures from that office.  In the same way, our authority in God’s kingdom is rooted in His manual or rulebook, the Bible.  2 Timothy 3:16-17 states, “All scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.”  The Bible thus contains everything we need to know in order to live under God’s comprehensive rule, and it is the benchmark by which all decisions should be made within His kingdom.             
2. The kingdom authority of the Bible can only be accessed if it is obeyed.   In Exodus 19, God reminded Israel of all that He had done for them, redeeming them by bringing them out of slavery in Egypt (Exodus 19:4).  The basis of God’s future relationship to Israel would be their obedient response to this act of kindness and mercy by God.  God instructed Moses to tell the people, “Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine,” (Exodus 19:5).  It was God’s authority and rule over all the nations that had brought them out of Egypt, and if they were obedient to God’s authority and rule, He would continue to protect them as His own people.  In fact, their authority to possess the land that God had promised them was dependent upon their obedience to God’s Word.  In Deuteronomy 4:1, Moses instructed the people, “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you to perform, so that you may live and go in and take possession of the land which the LORD, the God of your fathers is giving you.”  In other words, the benefits of God’s rule in our lives can only be accessed as we place ourselves under the authority of God’s Word by obeying His commands.  As Jesus would later say to His disciples, “You are My friends if you do what I command you,” (John 14:14).  A crucial question to ask whenever we read His Word is simply, “What am I being asked to obey?”  
3. The kingdom authority of the Bible is compromised when it is mixed with other opinions.  In Exodus 19, when Moses set the commands of God before the elders and the people, their reply to these commands was, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do!” (Exodus 19:8).  Their response was rooted in an understanding that they were ultimately responsible to listen to and obey the voice of the Lord above all other voices.  So highly was this voice held, as it was expressed in the commands of Scripture, that Moses warned the people, “You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you,” (Deuteronomy 4:2).  The final book of the Bible, the book of Revelation, closes with a similar warning, “I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this book,” (Revelation 22:18-19).  In both circumstances, this warning against adding other voices and other opinions to God’s Word can be traced back to the origin of human sinfulness in the garden.  When the serpent tempted Eve, he initiated his temptation by establishing a question about God’s commands: “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden?’” (Genesis 3:1).  This subtle questioning of what God had commanded swayed Eve to listen to the opinion of the serpent, which then led to her act of disobedience against God.    
In conclusion, Dr. Evans noted that in Jesus’ parable of the wise man who built his house on a firm foundation and the foolish man who built his house on a foundation of sand, the difference between the two builders was that the wise builder heard the Word “and acted…” but the foolish builder heard the Word “and did not act….” (Matthew 7: 24, 26).  The difference between the two builders is not in the knowledge of God’s Word but in the application of that Word to the everyday realities of life.  Dr. Evans warned that the role of Scripture in the lives of many believers is similar to the role of  the Queen of England---a position of great honor but one with very little real power and authority relative to running the country.  Does Scripture hold a place of kingdom authority in your life?  Are you living under the authority of God’s rulebook for His kingdom so that you can fully participate in His rule over every area of life?       
Reflection
1. By what rulebook are you living your life?

2. Are you studying and memorizing God’s Word on a regular basis so that you can fully understand God’s rulebook for life in His kingdom?  In what ways are you encouraging your children to study and memorize God’s Word?
3. Read James 1:22-25.  Are you actively applying God’s Word to the situations and questions you face in your everyday life?  Are you a “doer” of the Word or just a “hearer”?  

4.  In his Notes on the Old Testament, John Wesley suggested that when we read Scripture we must decide “whatever light you then receive, should be used to the uttermost, and that immediately. Let there be no delay. Whatever you resolve, begin to execute the first moment you can. So shall you find this word to be indeed the power of God unto present and eternal salvation.”  Are you leaving your time of reading God’s Word with a fixed resolve to obey whatever God has revealed to you?
5. Whose opinion do you seek when you are faced with a decision in life?  Are these opinions weighed against the truth of God’s Word?
Digging Deeper
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